


University of Cambridge, Downing Street, Cambridge, CB1 3EJ, U.K. Walt was very busy just
before leaving. Dr. William Carmen(UCB-Wildlife) and Walter re-sampled the acorn
production on 250 oak trees here. Dr. Carmen and his family stayed in the Hastings Cabin the
11th through the 13th. A paper co-authored between Dr. Koenig and Katy Heck (Condor
90:705-708) appeared. Jane Kidd, now the lone Bunk House resident, continues to monitor Dr.
Koenig's study areas. Mark Stanback and Mark Reynolds are both doing more writing as the field
season closes down. Dave Ribble was here briefly, having returned from Ecuador in great shape.

Jim Griffin continues to sample a wide variety of vegetation research plots. Plots on the
Marble Cone fire have been sampled. There, the vegetation has changed dramatically making
re-location of plots difficult. This work is with the Monterey Ranger District, Los Padres
National Forest and the Pacific Southwest Experiment Station. All 40 of the grassland plots have
been sampled for woody invasion studies here at Hastings. Del Monte Forest Open Space folks are
working with Jim on completion of a vascular plant species list of the Morse Reserve,
Huckleberry Hill, Crocker Grove, Indian Village and Pt. Joe-Bird Rock open spaces tracts. Pam
Muick, UCB Forestry, was here with Tom Pritchard on the 12th. (Dr. Pritchard is a candidate
for the NRS directorship) Dr. Griffin in on Pam's doctoral research committee and Pam
conducted some monitoring work. Beth Hendrickson, UCSB, visited with Dr. Griffin on the 27th
regarding the biology of turpentine weed, Trichostemma lanceolatum.

Dr. Griffin serves on the Policy Advisory Committee of the Integrated Hardwood Range
Management Program. Several of Dr. Griffin's associates with the Integrated Hardwood Range
Management Program visited Hastings this month. Dr. Jeff Welker, UC-Davis, was here on the
20th, Ray Calloway, UCSB, was here the 20-21. A preliminary report on this IHRM program
was made available. To sum up for those working here at Hastings, Dr.Ted Swiecki (Plant
Science Consulting and Research, 1027 Davis Street, Yacaville, CA 95687) has set up an insect
damage monitoring program. Dr. Kevin Rice, heading up help from Dr. Jeff Welker and Dr. John
Menke (Agronomy and Range Science, UC-Davis, 95616), set up and are monitoring soil
moisture sensors near seedling oaks with various competing plant species. They find that oak
seedlings are most stressed, and many die, where high densities of annual grasses compete for
water. Other preliminary data from grazed and ungrazed sites indicated grazing reduces water
availability for the oak seedlings. Lawrence Riggs (GENREC, P.0. Box 9528, Berkeley, 94709)
is surveying genetic variation in regeneration. Dr. Riggs has modified existing techniques
successfully and will be sampling later. Dr. Tim Plumb (Natural Resources Management Dept.,
Cal. Poly. St. Univ., San Lois Obispo, CA 93407) has planted Coast live oak and Blue oak acorns
under 8 treatments (open, shade, competing plants, etc.) and Dr. Plumb will monitor
survivorship over the next 2-3 years.

During several meetings with our neighbors at Oak Ridge Ranch, Jim Kirk (owner) and
Steve Davis (manager) have agreed to fence along our west and north boundaries. Further, we
are sharing a flight to provide aerial photographs of the area. We are going to order photos taken
with color IR film and printed on black and white print paper. The black and white prints are
large (24x36) at 1"=100". We will also order 9"x9" contact color prints from the IR negatives.





