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Research Program


Hastings is primarily organized as a research facility. Full time resident researchers include Associate Research Zoologist Dr. Walt Koenig and Research Associate Dr. Janis Dickinson. Dr. Koenig continued his active research on Acorn Woodpeckers, and worked with a graduate student, Ginger Bolen, on Yellow-billed Magpies. Dr. Mark Stanback is a postdoctoral fellow working with Dr. Koenig. Dr. Koenig and Dr. Dickinson had a group of up to five research assistants. Another full time research position, that of our Research Ecologist Dr. Jim Griffin, was vacated through retirement on October 31, 1992 but filled on a 10% call-back from December 1, 1992 through June 30, 1993. Additional part-time research is done by Academic Coordinator Dr. Mark Stromberg who also has administrative duties as the Reserve Manager. Current projects by these and other researchers are listed elsewhere (Part 5, Current Research). Significant new grants were made to these researchers from national and local competitive sources (Part 5, Current Research). Among these was an NIH postdoctoral grant to Dr. Janis Dickinson and an NSF grant to Dr. Walter Koenig. A wide variety of research has been published by the investigators mentioned above (Table 6).


In addition to the work of residents a broad variety of research topics is being explored at Hastings (see Part 5, Current Research and Appendix 1). A highlight of 1992-93 was the sabbatical presence of Dr. Brad Shaffer from UC-Davis.  Dr. Jenella Loye, also from UC-Davis, focused her summer field work on parasites of Western Bluebirds at Hastings. Graduate students from several universities lived and worked at Hastings, including Jean Knops (Arizona State University), Gretchen LeBuhn (UC-Santa Barbara), Karen Rasmussen (UC-Davis), and Carlos Garza (UC-Berkeley). A long list of visiting scientists worked at Hastings, most for only brief periods (Appendix 1).


Primarily reflecting past research, a group of 13 articles was published in 1992-1993 (Part 6, Publications). Dr. David Ribble’s research and collaboration with Dr. David Gubernick resulted in a new long-term proposal being funded by NIH to follow up on behavioral studies of deermice. Dr. Gubernick was unable to initiate field work in 1993 due to logistical reasons. He will no doubt be a major presence at Hastings in future years. Dr. Birkhead’s book on the Magpies is the first and most authoritative monograph on this inquisitive and widespread group of birds. 

Educational Program


Hastings hosted eight classes (Part 4) during the reporting period, primarily undergraduates (over 100 students) in courses which spent a night or two on the reserve. Hastings has only one large building  suitable for classes  (10 beds available, but nearby tent sites can handle larger groups), and it is only available during the fall. 


Mark Stromberg organized a series of six lectures on natural history. In conjunction with the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, Rancho San Carlos, and a private donor, over $2,000 was raised to cover production costs. A brochure detailing the lecture series is attached. Attendance at each lecture averaged about 80 at Pacific Grove and about 50 at Carmel Valley, with a total of about 800 people attending. Newspaper coverage of some lectures increased the audience considerably.


A monthly newsletter was written and distributed. More detailed narrative of activity at Hastings can be found in the newsletters. The newsletter is written and distributed to inform adjacent neighbors and friends of Hastings, as well as those doing research on Hastings, administrators on the Berkeley campus, and the statewide NRS office.

Facilities Development


With a major contribution from Fanny Arnold, construction of the new Bunk House was completed in September of 1992. This modern facility houses six in three bedrooms, and has a modern kitchen, living room, bathroom, laundry room, and porches. 


Funds from various campus sources to upgrade water and sewer facilities at Hastings allowed us to install water treatment units at each housing unit and in the Hastings Laboratory. In the lab, a reverse osmosis unit and ultrapure resin filter system allow us to offer extremely clean water for lab use. Water quality at all the housing units now meet federal and state drinking water standards. These same funds allowed us to replace the septic tank and drain field at the Red House. In 1993-94, we hope to add 20,000 gallons of water storage, an automatic water level control system between the well and the storage tanks, and a fire hydrant at the headquarters.


Our reserve steward, Mark Johnson, continued to provide logistical support to all the researchers and keep our facilities in top possible condition. Mark made significant progress in removing junk piles and in generally clearing the grounds. 

Land Management


Legal counsel (Violet Handelman) from NRS worked with the reserve manager and neighbors regarding control of Martin Road. These include John Boekenoogen, (Boekenoogen Ranches, Inc.), and the Tregea Trust (Jean Ingraham and Ruth Pryer-Hardisty). A limited use agreement was worked out so that Martin Road would not be substantially changed. Monterey County approved a request to abandon the parts of the road which were public. A three-way agreement was signed by the University (NRS), Boekenoogen Ranches, and the Tregea Trust to share costs of a new electronic gate which will close public access to Hastings and our neighbor’s land at Martin Road and Carmel Valley Road. Construction plans for the gate were prepared.  
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